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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action (Paper No.: 0404) dated April 20, 2004, setting 
forth a Restriction Requirement. Applicant was given a one month period to respond to the Office 
Action, making a response due by or on May 20, 2004. Accordingly, this response is timely filed. 

Restriction Requirement 

The Office Action set forth a Restriction Requirement requesting Applicant to elect one 
of the following groups for prosecution on the merits: 



I. Claims 1-6 and 10-33 drawn to a method of creating a molecular profile of a chemical 
composition by nucleotide hybridization assay and a molecular profile made thereby; 

II. Claims 1-4, 7, 8 and 10-33, drawn to a method of creating a molecular profile of a 
chemical composition by immunoassay and a molecular profile made thereby; 
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III. Claims 1-4, 7 and 9-33, drawn to a method of creating a molecular profile of a 
chemical composition by mass spectrometry and a molecular profile made thereby; and 

IV. Claims 34-41 , drawn to an integrated system comprising an array reader. 

The Examiner has further restricted the claims of Groups I-III to examination of a single 
chemical species selected from claims 1 1, 12 or 13. Applicant hereby elects, with traverse, the 
claims of Group I and hepatic toxins as the chemical species for prosecution on the merits. The 
election is made with traverse for the reasons provided below. 

A restriction requirement is proper if there would be a serious search and examination 
burden on the Office absent the restriction requirement. See MPEP § 803. Applicant respectfully 
submits that it would not be unduly burdensome to search the claims of Groups I-IV together or the 
chemical species of claims 11-13 together. Accordingly, withdrawal of the Restriction Requirement 
is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant expressly reserve their right under 35 U.S.C. § 121 to file one or more 



divisional applications directed to the non-elected subject matter during the pendency of this 
application, or an application claiming priority from this application. Applicant requests 
examination of the elected subject matter on the merits. 



Patent Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required, Applicant petitions for any 
required relief including extensions of time and authorize the Commissioner to charge the cost of 
such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit 
Account No, 03-1952 referencing (441472000500) . However, the Commissioner is not authorized 
to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 

Dated: May 20, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 
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